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| ' CONTAINING 
} I, A Brief Deſcription thereof, and its Natural Celeſtial 
Canſes inquired into. ETD 


It. An Account of the moſt Eminent Frofts that have hap-= 
' pen'd for many Hundred years paſt , and what followed 
thereupon. 


III. Philoſophical Preſages of what may be feared now to en- bo 
ſue, viz. Scarcity of Corn and Vittuals, General Sickneſſes, k 
and PeFilences in the next , or within fome very few Suc- 
ceeding years; with Cautionary Preventions. 


IV. The Cries of the Poor; and ancaſy Way Propoſed how there 
may be Twenty Thouſand Pounds a Week, at leaſt, raiſed 
for their Relief, about LONDON, and all Wanting People 
Plentifully Provided for , During this and the like hard Sea- 
ſons, ,yet. no Man be a Penny the worſe in his Eſtate. 
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He preſent Wonderful Fro#, which is the General Theme of 
Diſcourſe, and under the fad Eff:(s whereof fo '"miny 
Thouſands of Poor Cre- tures Shiver and Pine, and Lon- 

: guiſh; began about the midſt of December 1683. at firſt 

by mean and ordinary Degrees, bet towerds Chr:/imas became very 
Sharp; The firſt Week of Janwary the River of Thames was ſo Frozen 
that P:ople began to Walk, over, On Monday January the 7th, on the 
| Change Of the Avon in Agquery,.there' were Expectations, and ſome 

| Likelyhood,of a Thaw; bnt preſently after it Froze more viblently , 
' and on «he 1eth and 11th in the morging, a Co-ch Plyed between" the 

' Temple and the Old Barge houſe; yet towards Night the 11th (theAfoon 

'" having been in Oppoſtion ro Fupuer) it Thaw'd a little; and the 

42.and 13th was fine Gentle Weather, yet not much Thawing; the Wind 
| -confinving till at North-Eaſt ; On the 13th it Froze gain briskly ,. rilf 
the 15th, when a great Sow fell; the 18th high,moſt ſharp,.and peircim 
Wixds, and on the 23d the Air was more ſeyerely Peircin» than ever, an 
more Sow fell ; And being the firſt day of the Term, CozcbesPly*> at the 
Temple-Stzirrs, 2nd car: id the Lawyers to Weſtmin#er on the [cc; and 
thence forwards the ſzme Continned , and whole Streets of Sheds & 
very where wilt on the 7: ames, Trouſands Paſſing Buying, Selling, Drin- 
'king- and Revrfing, (I wiſh I could not fay on the Lords Day: tory) 
-.and moſt forts of Tr-des-Shops on the Ice, ( and zmengſt the reſt a 
Printing-houſe there E:cfted ) Bulls Baired, and Thorſands of SpeRta-- 
tors ; al! which ſtill contiques at the Writing hereof, being Jenwary the 


29th 1684. | 
| Nay, below the Pricge, bordreds daily paſs; The, River Hxmber 
| | & ( as] am cre-:ibly informed )) where "tis ſeveral Miles browd, isFrozommo- * 
ver, and Vaſt Flakes of Ice are'ſeen Floxting in the Downes, of: Diverſe ©! 
Miles in Leogth, and proportionable Br eaath, 4 
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| As for Celeſtial Cauſts of this unuſual Coldneſs, though undoubted- | 


| -wanging ( For God gengrall s #nfergory by 
"7 \ Fi thn hot;that _ of our enkes > enders hathelta A 
nfſon,.or gave any Hints thereof, Not that 1 wholly Explode 

2) I believe there is ſomething in it , and that it may not be unfit for 
a Wiſe and Mod:ſt Man to Study : but our Annual Prognoſticators are 
generally Men of little Learning, and leſs Philoſophy, and ( what is worſe) 
many times very irregular in their 'Lives ; The God of Prrify, who 
Commuſtcites his Secrets to thoſe that fear him 3 thine Dex 
bauchess ,-Soxdid 'Flatterers, and Timeſcrvers, ( whoſe whole is to 
make a Noſe, and Cheat People of their money,) with the knowledge of 
Supernal Myſteries; Nor can it be expected, That thoſe who neither 


Room things paſt ,: by HiFory ; nor take Notice of things = 


any ſteady Judieious Obſervarien , ſhould yet foreſee things to come, 
pe- 


.- Whether from any of the Late Tripple'Conjunctions of the two 

riof Plenets, Saturn and Fupitcr, or from ſome of the late unuſuallyagre- 
quent Comets, particularythe laſt in 4»;uf/ 1682; which in 20 days witlf 
a Rapid motion, making its appearance in Leo, hurried through all the 
Signs YV:rger, and Libra, and diſappear'd in Scorpio, A Sagacious Artiſt: 
might not have given fome /rems of this Strange Weather , I will not De- 
termine: But if Comets be only (according to Ar:fotles Notion, which 
Iqueſtion) hor and dry Exhalations drawn up from the Earth, it woutd 
not he difficult : to Judge that Severe Colds ſhould enſue here below: For 
Extreams in Nature, if they are not Caſes, are at leaſt Fore- Runners of 
their Gontraries: Nor have there wanted Grand Configurations of the Su- 
perior Bodies; During the time of this violent Froſr, As a Trine of the 
Swi and Fapiter » an Oppoſition of Saturn and Mars. But leaving the Diſ- 
quifitionof theſe to the Car5ow, having not Room to Inlarge here, upon 
them ; I haſten to ſatisfy the Common Reader with an Fiſtorical Revieg 
of former Occurrences of this kiad ; which may check that Vulgar Cry 
of Ignorance, That Never, O Never was known the Like. 

Livy in his fifth Book tells us of a Winter ſo hard, That the River 
Tyber was frozen over, a matter very ſtrange in ſuch a Climate as /raly. 
In the year 1234. the Adriatich Sea was ſo frozen, that the Venetsans 
went over the ce thereof with Carts, Zonaras aſſures us, that in the 
Reign of that Emneronr Conſtantine (who for a Naſty Reaſon in his 
Chriſtning,was calld Copronymw) about the year 750. the Poxtich Sea,mwas 
fo Congealed, That people for many miles travelled ir on foot : And 
Horſes and Carts loaden, paſſed over the Fretwm, orNarrow part of it;Buty 
withal he adds, that the Summer follow;ng was ſo exceſſive bot and dry,thas 
great Rivers and moſt Fountuns were wholly dryed »p, and a _ 
#5 tte 
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( 3.) 
* } Cattel periſht for want of water. In the year 824. the igreateſt Rivers 
5 of me o4 as the Rhine, the Danxbins, the Elb, and the Sein, were io. 
by incruſted with Ice, that for the ſpaceof above:z0 days, Carriages freely 
ed along on them, as on the Land. 
| But to look nearer home----In the year of our Lord 1365. and 49th 
: year of K. Edward the 3d, A Fre#t laſted from-the midſt of September 
to the Month of Apri!; but though ſo tedious, the Cold was nothing ſo 
, intenſe or violent as now. In the 15th year of the Reign of K. Henry 
: the Eighth, after great Rains and Wigds, there followed. fo ſore a 
4 Froſt, that many dyed for cold, and ſome loſt Fingers, ſome Toes, and 
4 many their Nails; [" 1 follow the very words of Sir R- Baker, fol. 297.] 
The ſame Author tells us, That in the ſeventh year -of Q, Elizaberb, on 
the 21. of December, began 4 Froſt ſo extream, that on Nem-Tears-Days 
* Even people pall;drover the Thames 07 foot, ſome, plaid at Foot Bal, ſome 
ſhot atPricks, as 1f it had been firm ground; yetthis grear Froſt, the thirg : 
of Fanuary at night, began to 1haw; and by the' fifth- day, there was no . 
Ice to be {een, but great [ryndations followtd. | 

In the year 1609. [which tis not impoſſible, but ſome Living might re- 
member, being bue 74 years ago] «4 Froſt began in Decembers which con- 
tinucd till April following, with ſuch violence, that the Thames was .. 
ſo frozen that Cares loagen, were frequently driven over it, moſt Fowls 
and Birds were deſtroyed. In the year 1637. was 2u0ther Fro/#, which - 
rendred the Tham:rs pallable; ſo in the year 1664. immcdiacely folloy- 
ed by the Great Sickneſs; And the like towards the latter end of the 
year 1676- 

Some of the Conſequences of theſe extream Freſts, } have mentio- 
ned, more I might, «4 are not Convenient; thoſe thar coaſile Ghrwole- 
g3>way eaſily ſatisfy themſclves ;, a man may ſoon err in affigning Efetts 
to ſuch or ſuch paiticular Caſes, or adapting Events to Significators; My- 
deſty is the firſt Leſſon in Wiſdoms School. Therefore as we have been. , 
ſtudious in matter of Fatt, paſt; . but ſparing as to Sequels; ſo we 
ſhall recain the ſame becoming renderneſs as to Fatures; wherein we ſhall 
ſteer our Courſe. rather by the Guidance of Nature in her uſual Opera- 
tions here below,.. than by curious Reſearches into remoter 51fluential 
Cayſes above;, though not neglkkCing them. neither, For the Univerſe 5s 
Intire, Harmonicsl,. and Sympathetical, and he that does not competently 
underſtand the right 7 one of the whole, and the true Key of- cyery Parts 
will make but 644 Muſick wherever he lays his Clumſy Fingers: 

+ | Firſt then I ſay, This Extremity of Cold preſages many Calamities and 
! Evil to attend Mankind, and the ret of their Fel/ow- Creatures ; for as. 


|-the Innocent Inhabitants of the ir, or expanded Suburbs of- Heaven, 
| 1 on VL - 


(4) 
| 4 
vix.. Birdsand Fowle, are- endangered by the Elements defying their oft- | 
M# Benefits and Provifiens (wherein tnother foorch part of the Creation, ' 
v2. Fifhisy are ſomewhat Cbncern'd) fo derrnd'd man, teking acyzntoge 
of this Cruel Weather , Cots. for profir, or plcaſure, or vanuy, deſtroy 
many thouſands of them : Now this great deſtruftion of them, is but 
a Fore runner of Mortal:ityamongſt Creatures of gre: t>rTalue, and even * 
6f men themfclves.. Wonld' you: know the 'reaſon.? I” rold you but | 
tow, Univerſal Nature is Symparherical,” 
- 2dly. This iImmoderate Col4 locks up the Pores of mens'Bodies, arid 
drives the natural Hear more Central , which occaſions great Appetite and 
Dromove , whence follows much + and excefſive Eating and Drinking 
of groſs, fact, ſucculent Foods, and ftrong Drinks; in all that have'where- 
wicnal to procure them, which the vorzcious defiresdo at preſent feem 
able tro bear and digeſt ,. yet really Natme js not able to do it , and ſo by | 
degrees there are ſceds ſown 2nd Foundations Faid: for Diſeaſes. On the. | 
other hand , amongſt tho Poor , Neceſſity of feeding on wrfirr and unuſual * 
V... nds, for their ſupport at preſent , or def; of due Nonriſhment, * 
muſt ro themdo'as much miſchief; For wart is as grext (tho I think not 
fo Commen) an*'En:my to Nature. 'as Suyerflu'ty, The way ro prevent 
'theſe miſchiefs1s,for the Rich to o5ſerve Sob-zery and Temperance, and | 
for the Pour to uſe Diſc-et:vg in their Dver,, for a pint of 44k with a * 
quarter of a pint of Water, tnickned with on> Spoonful of Flower , and 
heared juſt ro Boylag, and then purting info it 3 few Crums of Bread, 
(all which will not- coſt +bove 2 -P-nny ) ſh ll give any perſon as n«- * 
r1i:ng a Meal as the beſt Surloyn of Beef or Capom. | meation nor this tro | 
-prevent Beijevolences towards tie Poor, which all thar are able arehonnd | | 
-to Aﬀord, bur-only to Advife-them how to ſnpply themſelves when they | | 
 mcet not wi:h'orber A:comoditions , burfind | Rich M<cn+ Charity more 
-Frozcn than thel bames. 
2dly- This-Exceſſive Froſt Condenſes the Air,and renders it Sulphurens | 
and 'Unheal:by, eſpeci»Uy in ſuck Citits as Londen, where Sra-coals are | 
generally uſe for Firing, and moſt People (eſperially Women) creep | 
cloſe to thoſe fulſome Fires + without vſing - themſ:Ives ro proper Ex- | 
..erciſes , -whereny their Bod ſtagnates, and hecomes thick and foul, | 
-whence are Generited the Scarvy, ſtoppages of the Bre«ſt, Conghs and 
ſhortneſs of Bre.th ; the il] cff:fs whereof will more mani: eſt themſelves | 
Next Sprang and Summer, , 
4thly. This Diſh1rmony and Incquality of the Elements, portends'a | 


ary bot Summer to enſue , for all) Extremes (25 before © ſerv'd) produce | ? 

- their Contrzries, which will not.only Encreaſe Diftem;ers, but I f-ar| * 

- fome. Epidemical D:ſeafe, and it is alſo a Foge-runner of Learth and Scar- [ 
2.2 -* city 
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city»; and the latter , 1sthe more to be apprehended ,, becauſe we have 
had ſeveral pl.nt:sfal and Fruittul Years, and very few of us (ſcarce.any) 
have Improved them to that End, for which they were given us by the 
Lerd, and his hand maid, Narurcez Bur moſt that abound in Plenty, have 
Gratified their Luſts and Paſſions, agd ſuch as have not had wherewi:th 
to commit the ſame Intemperances in 4#, haye done it in their W/-4s 
and defires ; And ſhall not our God v:/;t #s far theſe and other crying 
Abominations, daily exheled frem our p#«r-4 ſtreets and Dwellings? 1 
wi'! not tzke upon mi to averr 4 Pl4yue or Scarcity ſhall be the ze vt Tear, 
Febovah the Ali-W:ſe, is the Limiter of Timesard Seaſons for Extror- 
dinary Tudgments : But I may ſay, that protatly, accordin? to the protp»Ct 


of Ntural Caules, fuch Calamities ſecn not farr «ff , and ?twill concern + 


every Man living to preparefor it 


Qui ſap't Ile animim Fortune prep rrat OMNE * 


: eyar 
---- Previſumqu: poteſt » Arte { vere mula. 
Juvare Bunnm. . 


A W:/' Man fits his mind for . very Clincez 

And wivllt he doth in V-r:y.?, Parhs Advance » - , 
Each promis'd Good, E.:cr14/etb by his Skill, , 4 
A::d kindly Lefſens every threatned 1h. .- 


Bit to proceed. Great and no leſ> 7zft are the Cries of the Poor in ſuck : 


a-ſh:rp and pinching Seaſon as this; For f: w ot.thesi hve the Oppor- 
tunity , or at leaſt th: Prudence: 1nd Fore-fight; to lay up. any- thing to lup- 
port them in a neceſſirous Times. How many thouſands: of very many 
Trades about this populous City . and ettewheres, cannot now . poſſibly 
follow theirCallings, or gci any thing wherehy to ſuſtain theraſelves aad 
Per ſbing Families with Bre2d ? . And can you»whom God bas hut in 
truſted with plentifvl Elt tes, -gorge. your ſelves with. over: charged 7 avl:s 
even to a / = wil and Riot wh exceſſive Boriles of Wine, whi'ft . onr 
Brethren thus languiſh and Dye for want of Neceſſiri.s ? Can you hi 
Think that God at fuch + JunEure calls vpon 4 ou tor his Q+14-R-n our of 
thoſe vaſt Revenies'which you hold mecr]y by the Terre of his free and 
undeſerved Gift ? © 

Great and irvely &-y.i{ has ovr gracious Soverargns Bounty and. C'ia- 
rity ſh-w'c it ſelf on 11s occaſion, as-well by beſtowing 4 Confider «ble 
Sunr Him If . as C:mmanding the Officers of every Pariſh to Impore 
tune the Charity of i! 2ble Inhabtit-nrs 


Purſuant to this Great, and Generovs Example z M=thinks all you rhat Fg 
aie Loyal Subj.cts, and would be thought good Chr:ſt+ans , ſhould be + 5 
| torwasd 4. 
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'Forſvard to Contribute: 167 ties Gomrmon Neceſlities ; And what” if thr 


ſtrould teſblye for v#e Day WH with, (at lcaſt otingſach #n" hard, time) 
x0 reſtrain your ſelves from Targe Eating and ſet Meals , and; wholly g 
'that day ſorbear'B:bbing of Wine and ſtrong Liquors (I dare procite 
'yon,it ſhall be never the worſe for»your Health , but the' berter , as alfo 
foryobr Biiſe#eſs and Imploy what you /o Save, in Charitable. Uſes to 


"the Relief of the Poor ? Snch a rhing Has been done on x worfe<nctafion 


wirchin our Memory,and thetefoteTs#nor Impracticable: BY this only means 
within Lendons Bills of Mortality might eafly be raiſed Twenty Thouſands 
Pokrnds 2 week for the Poor ; And no'Man a Farthing the wor ſe; bit even 
4n his Eſtate the better?Cand* much more in his Health, whictris more 
Valuable than the greateſt Efate in Chriftendome) fot withour, dip 

therc are within that Circuit more than' an: Hundred thonfand” Fam by, 
whoſe Dinners each Day Coſt them (one with another) more than'threes 


s 


ſh away ve pence a TD Time, £ 2 £7, or 
ſtrong Liquors > which they fearing butforone* day in 2 week and 
heftowing as aforeſaid , thereby may be raiſed Five thouſand poy 
and ſo inthe wholetwenty thouſand pounds a week , which juſtly diftri- 
tvited, 40v1d bravetyſqpply Four: ſeorethouſimnd- Families ; at Five ſhil- 
Kiigs%i week! 2/peice ,..Or afford'an hundred and threeſcore thouſind" Poot 
bople b4lf\a Crows # peice Evety' week- And will you ſuffer ſuch. a 
Number of- Sal; to periſh ,' for- want, rather fhan-abridge your wanton 
Palgres and Infatiate Paynches of unneceſſary , nay pernitious Dagities, 
one only Day ina Week? Lookup thou Sorreſb Epicure that DenyeFt it;, 
and (ll tliy ſelf Criſtian hence forwards ifthou Dartff, PS 7 5 
0 Fa? , Ya I ; : j al ay 
PIT Po LP BUTT AE WERD/ETs W IRS LILPFTENES 


TISEMENT. 


. 6 
' 


- y, ; 

} 
® . 
%: £87 


-E = 
o 


$4, * 
- m '% "*£ -w m4 4 : ” 
£4 - » vor © 0 
. STEEL 
W152 x EST 
m9 4 + $4 y 7 IR > 
ry ». , » 4 


, " "Wo 7 - 

a $+---,: 6 it +» 4h - * Tg 
hs 'K z 2. 4%.241 . £0 s. <6 .X 

x" Fa - A 4. / 


. " 


